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THE PRESIDENT 


The Secretary of State telephoned at 3:30 to say that in his talk 
with Dobrynin the latter reaffirmed, on instructions from Moscow, 
that his government still seeks a neutral and independent Laos in 
accordance with the agreement reached at Vienna. The Secretary 
said that he gave it to Dobrynin with both barrels on the questions 
raised in our minds by the Nam Tha incident. He further indicated 
to Dobrynin that this episode raised in our minds the question 
whether the Soviet Union was still in charge of events in Laos and 
that in the light of this question we had necessarily taken certain 
precautionary and defensive military measures. But because 
Dobrynin explicitly reaffirmed the Soviet Governments stand on 
Laos, the Secretary made very clear that our own moves do not 
at present imply that we have given up. Indeed, he reaffirmed our 
own desire to get a three-Prince government. This is a very 
hasty summary but the Secretary wanted you to know that on balance 
he thought it was an encouraging talk. 




McG. B. 




